So. I’m sitting here in my office looking at this kind of a crummy day outside. In fact, although it's a little before noon, going out to find sustenance seems the last thing I want to do. Suddenly, a vision appears in the doorway; it's Tina wearing a Pizza Hut hat, a Pizza Hut smile and bearing a real honest-to-goodness fresh, healthy Pizza Hut pizza! And, there in front of me is LUNCH, hot and ready to eat, with nary a raindrop falling on my head.

Well, ok, I'll admit, Tina's visit wasn’t a total surprise. For several weeks prior, a banner materialized in front of our own Burlington Pizza Hut inviting pizza lovers to "Order Online". I was a bit incredulous about jumping too far into cyber-pizza, but this rainy, hungry weekday was the perfect time to give it a try.

Pizza Hut's website (at PizzaHut.com, of course) is lively, robust and inviting, a sure cure for the hungries any day. Once there, you can't miss the bright button labeled “Order Now". When pressed, this magic button opens a world of pizza opportunities for even the most discerning of pizza pros. So, let's make a pizza! Or two or three.

There are few things more fun than building your own pizza. So many crusts, toppings, sides and decisions! But, take your time. There's no rush in this virtual restaurant, no foot-tapping or nail-biting as you make your choices. You can even change your mind, have your chosen topping(s) only on half, add extras, even "Go easy on the sauce." What more could you ask? So, if Jake loves pepperoni, but not olives, and Molly craves the olives, but turns up her nose at pepperoni, you can keep the whole gang happy.

Hand-tossed, pan, thick or thin, how do you like your crust? That cheese-stuffed is so tempting, but Thin and Crispy convinces me with its claim of "A mouthful of toppings in every bite". The next selection is a toughie: Supreme, Super, Badger, Cheese Lover's, Meat Lover's, Pepperoni Lover's, Veggie Lover's. . . That's a lot of lovers! More cheese, less cheese, more sauce, no sauce, add veggies -- olives, peppers (hot or otherwise) onions, fresh tomatoes -- even pineapple is present here in cyber-pizza land. Makes me want to order a dozen.

Oh. Don't forget sides. . . Soft, warm breadsticks smothered in blended mozarella cheese. Served with marinara dipping sauce. Oooh. Potato bites filled with cheese and a hint of jalapeño flavor. Wow. You can even order buffalo wings here at PizzaHut.com. But, don't forget to save room for the pizza!

Check-out at this airborne pizza parlor is a cinch. With a click of a button, our virtual waiter confirms our choices. . . Oops. Forgot to choose my delivery time. Talk about no foot-tapping! Only 20 minutes after my last mouse click at PizzaHut.com, Tina comes in the door carrying a prize pizza. Yum. Let's eat.

Well, any pizza delivery in our building is guaranteed to cause curiosity, so as Tina left, Janet Planet, from across the hall, followed that fresh-pizza aroma over. Now, Janet's been on a strict diet for several months and very quite well at it, I might add. She looks fabulous. Pizza was definitely not on Janet's Go-Ahead-and-Indulge list. But, out of curiosity, she took a peek into the box to find out what she was missing, pizza-wise. When she saw my cyber pizza, which consisted of fresh tomatoes, peppers and delicious chunks of lean chicken, topped with gooey, chewy mozzarella, her eyes got huge. "I don't even feel guilty about a second piece. I had no idea pizza could be this good. Or this good for your diet!”
You're going to love this new way to order out. Envision you and your office mates gathered around a computer, staking their claims of sausage and mushrooms on pizza real estate. In fact, it's so much fun, the office water cooler will probably feel neglected.

You'll find Burlington's Pizza Hut on Hwy 36 (Milwaukee Ave.) north. And, of course if you're not inclined to travel, you'll find delicious, hot pizza at www.PizzaHut.com. Why pack a lunch when you can virtually make make a pizza in your office? Without the oven!
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Tina Konrad has been delivering pizzas for Pizza Hut for three years. Service with a smail. 
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Tina Konrad arrives at the office with a fresh, hot, good-for-you pizza from PizzaHut.com. What could be easier?
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A lunchable pizza at the office.

